Annex

Joining the
European Year
of Intercultural
Dialogue

A regional TV
spot developed
for WRD

Intercultural Dialogue With Refugees

Celebrating World Refugee Day 2008 in Central Europe

Regional Report about UNHCR's WRD activities
in Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia,
with a brief overview of events in Bulgaria and Romania

In 2008 the UNHCR Regional Representation for Central Europe identified
Intercultural Dialogue as the regional WRD theme for Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
and Slovenia® Through this, UNHCR intended to create synergies with projects
carried out in the framework of the Year of Intercultural Dialogue declared by the
EU in 2008. Intercultural Dialogue addresses one of UNHCR’s main protection
concerns in the region: widespread xenophobic attitudes in host societies and the
enormous difficulties refugees face when trying to integrate.

UNHCR® Regional Representation for Central Europe requested proposals from
local NGOs in Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia to carry out WRD
activities. (Please see attached, as page 8.) Romania and Bulgaria were not
included yet, as they still had PI officers until June to carry out the activities
locally. See a brief report about these two countries on pp. 6-7.

The main criteriafor successful projects were:
- communication plans that identify key target groups and maximum impact
participation of refugeesin the activities
cooperation with partner organi zations
inclusion of other geographical areas apart from the national capitals.

To enhance its corporate visibility

in Central Europe, the Regiona

Representation developed a new

TV spot for the region in

cooperation with the Vaculik

Advertising Agency in Bratislava,

Slovakia. The TV spot, which is

aso avalable for potential

dissemination world-wide, stresses

the message that refugees are

courageous people who deserve a

welcoming environment. Known as

tb*;‘; ad;a“gtarb?hr?l;‘mefggg}v i;aﬁvgﬁz was shown by 14 TV staons m he region
throughout the region. Please see the web link to the spot: http://www.unhcr-
budapest.org/images/storiesmpg/unhcr_ 0803064 j40-anglicky.mpg
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The regional theme was selected before it was decided to dedicate WRD 2008 to the general theme of "Protection". However, through its

activities highlighting intercultural dialogue between refugees and host societies, UNHCR promoted refugee integration in Central Europe which is
one of its core global Protection objectives.



Nearly USD
400,000 in pro
bono services

Six million
people reached

Conservative
groups were
targeted

Churches
involved in WRD
for first time

Films and
posters
produced by
refugees

The Regional Representation provided USD 6,000.- to each NGO selected to
organize WRD activities. This sum was considerably multiplied by effective
partnerships with other NGOs as well as pro bono services offered by advertising
agencies and the media.

In the four countries, the Regional Representation and its partners received in kind
support from various media with an estimated value of USD 385,916.-, including
USD 214,266.- in the free broadcast of the Marathon spot, and USD 171,650.- for a
total of 17 TV interviews, 39 radio programmes and 65 newspaper or online
articles and free advertisements linked to World Refugee Day in Central Europe.

UNHCR estimates that the various programmes, advertisements and media
coverage reached a total of four million people in Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and
Slovenia between 1 and 30 June. (Including Romania and Bulgaria, the out-reach is
estimated to have been around six million.)

Programmes and Activities - Hungary

UNHCR® chief partner in organizing WRD in Hungary was the Menedék
Association for Migrants which co-operated with the Refugee Mission of the
Hungarian Reformed Church and the Artemisszié Foundation. In Hungary, WRD
was used to target predominantly conservative segments of society who are most
xenophobic towards foreignersin general and refugees in particular.

The main event took place in the city of Debrecen that not only hosts Hungary’s
largest refugee centre but also is a conservative political stronghold. The local
bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church invited representatives of major
religious denominations to an Inter-Religious panel discussion entitled "Moses,
Jesus and Their Refugee Successors Today" open to the public and the media.

The inter-religious roundtabl e discussion had positive short term impact in terms of
media coverage (1 newspaper, 3 radio and 3 TV interviews that were later on re-
published on the websites of the TVs and radios too). However, it is hoped that it
will have long term impacts as well in terms of a potential strengthening of co-
operation among NGOs and churches in Hungary in helping the integration of
refugees in Hungary.

In addition, WRD activities included a
series of five radio interviews in the second
half of June with refugees in Kossuth
Radio, a national station popular among
conservative groups; a ten-day exhibition
of refugee self-portraits in a Budapest park
which used posters prepared by refugees
(see pictures); and the screening in art
cinemas of a short self-portrait
documentary about an Iranian refugee

f‘n”;e:‘ii ;Sp'égh:hfeof, o goﬁ‘:dt\sf,iggr'iig Ctores i Self portrat postrs prnted for WRD
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Movies gave
visibility to
refugees in five
towns

Twenty days
of celebrations

include no less than 14 short documentary films and 16 posters, al made by
refugees under the guidance of artists (film directors, photographers, painters,
graphic designers, €etc.).

The films contain the testimonies of refugee
children and adults about their daily lives, their
future hopes, dreams. (The films and posters in
Hungarian language can be viewed at
http://www.menedek.hu). They are of a generic
nature, therefore, it will be possible to reuse
them through alonger period well after WRD.

This project served as an excellent tool for
empowering refugees, through providing them
the chance to speak about their situation in their
own words and show their lives through their
"I would like to work as a driver" - says own eyes. The posters were exhibited for 10
Saad, a refugee from Somalia in his dayS in one of BudapeSt@ most pOpU|al’ parks
self-portrait poster (Millendris) where some 8,000 people saw them.

Programmes and Activities - Poland

UNHCR® partner in organizing World Refugee Day activities in Poland was the Polish
Humanitarian Organization (Polska Akcja Humanitarna). WRD in 2008 was
commemorated through a series of mini-film festivals in five cities (Warsaw, Torun,
Poznan, Cracow and Lublin).

The open-air and indoor screenings of films on human rights and refugees were
complemented by additional programmes such as panel discussions or exhibitions, dance
performances to attract more viewers and enhance the impact of the film screenings.

The film screenings were advertised in the local print and electronic media, on billboards
and through the distribution of flyersin public places.

In the five cities, the documentary and

feature films on asylum, migration and

humanitarian issues were screened for

20 days. Some interesting side-events

were in Torun, where a refugee girl

from Ghana gave a presentation about

the humanitarian situation in her

country, and in Poznan, where a Polish

citizen described his experiences in

exile as a political refugee in Australia

in the 1970s. In Cracow and Lublin,

there were African concerts, and  African rhythms attracted visitors to the film
visitors could try traditiona games festivals in Cracow and Lublin

from the countries of refugees, as well

as taste food prepared by the refugees. In Warsaw, the film screenings were
accompanied by a photo exhibition and an NGO fair with information stands.
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Excellent

media coverage
all around
Poland

Celebrity actress
joined WRD

as Refugee
Ambassador

Music video
broadcast again
after 2007

The film festivals and side-events
were advertised and/or covered by 7
TV channels, 14 newspapers and 17
radio stations. In addition, UNHCR®
new Marathon TV spot was
broadcast by the Polish Music
Television 21 times. The Polish
Humanitarian Organization deve-
loped a high quality multimedia
presentation with black and white
photographs and music about
refugee issues that was shown

Through the national media, people in all cities were before each film screening.
informed about the film festivals in Poland.

Programmes and Activities - Slovakia

UNHCR® partner in
organizing World Refugee
Day events in Slovakia was
the Slovak Refugee Council
which  collaborated with
Slovak celebrity actress Viki
Raikovain raising awareness
of WRD activities in 2008.
Ms Raikova joined UNHCR
in Zvolen for a press Bilboards of Viki Raikova and refugee children raised aware-
conference and posters with ness of WRD all around the country.

her photo (and the slogan: "Life without fear") were placed near major roads.

As outlined in the call for proposals published by UNHCR before WRD, activities
were organized outside the capital city of Bratislava (in Zvolen, Kosice and Banska
Bystrica) to ensure a wide geographical coverage.

The events included music and dance performances involving refugees and the
local population; a theatre performance in Zvolen; and fund-raising in local cafés
in Zvolen and Banska Bystrica. Events received extensive media coverage all
around Slovakia.

As teachers were also identified as a key target group that can be instrumenta in
influencing public attitudes, a WRD toolkit was distributed to schools, cultural
centres and similar institutions.

A music video clip with a WRD message was broadcast, together with UNHCR®
new Marathon TV spot, in TV stations al around the country. The Slovak music
video clip was produced originaly for WRD in 2007, but it was reused and
broadcast again in 2008, as a generic visibility tool. It depicts the lives of refugees
mainly in Africa and Asia, and it is accompanied by music performed by Slovak
artists and refugees living in Slovakia. It can be viewed at:
http://www.javerim.sk/utecencov.html




Fund raising
through theatre
performance

Slovene children
made drawings
for WRD

The government
sponsored a
poster campaign

Local events in
eight cities

A unigque initiative among

the

commemorations linked to WRD were
two theatre performances of a refugee-
related drama entitled "America’, based
on a Franz Kafka novel and produced by
the Passage Theatre in Banska Bystrica

and Zvolen (centra Slovakia).

The

income of ticket sales will be used by the
organi zers to SUppOI’t requee pI'Oj ects in Franz Kafka's novel on exile was performed

the rest of 2008.

on stage at WRD in Slovakia

Programmes and Activities - Slovenia

UNHCR® partner in Slovenia to organize WRD activities was the Slovene
Philanthropy Organization, based in Ljubljana. This NGO organized WRD

The best drawing became the official logo
of WRD in Slovenia

activities that targeted both a wide
audience throughout the country and
school children. In order to encourage
teachers, school children and their
parents to discuss refugee issues, a
thematic drawing competition was
organized in local schools. The best
drawing was used to produce an

attractive notebook for children that can be widely distributed to trigger another
round of discussions on refugee issues in school classesin the future.

A substantial billboard campaign co-sponsored by the Ministry of Interior
promoted refugee integration with several hundred billboards that were displayed
throughout the country. The posters recapitulated the message of last year® WRD

campaign, and used an image of
a snaill house with the slogan:
"Let® give refugees a helping
hand". Last year, UNHCR
broadcast in Slovenia a global
TV spot focusing on the image
of a snail, representing the pain
of leaving one® home. At that
time, the Slovene Government
developed a poster showing a
snail, and this year®poster is an
adaptation.

The snail motive was used for the second year in Slovenia
to promote WRD, following last year's "snail" TV spot

The Slovene Philanthropy locally organized cultural events, workshops and
roundtable discussions in seven towns outside the capital. The organizers met
children and youngsters in schools and youth centres to talk about refugee issues
with them; there were roundtables with journalists about specific asylum issues;
there were evening concerts and meetings with local inhabitants.



Events
organized by
local staff

Bulgaria:
refugees shown
as useful
members of
society

Romania used
special WRD
slogan to draw
attention

The main event took place in the centre of Ljubljana on 20 June with concerts of
refugee groups and film screenings of UNHCR documentaries as well as a speech
by the UNHCR Regional Representative, LIoyd Dakin. NGOs had an opportunity
to display their information materials, posters at stands set up next to the stage. The
Ljubljana event attracted some 500 visitors, and in the seven other towns World
Refugee Day celebrations had 40 to 50 visitors each.

World Refugee Day in Bulgaria and Romania

Since in 2008, Bulgaria and Romania still had national PI Officers and nationa Pl
budgets, WRD events in these two countries were not and funded by the Regional
Representation in Budapest, but by the loca UNHCR offices in Sofia and
Bucharest respectively.

In Bulgaria, WRD was celebrated with

events involving refugees and showing

them as useful and active members of

Bulgarian society. On 16 June, refugees,

together  with NGO  saff and

representatives of the State Agency for

Refugees (SAR), planted trees in the

garden of SAR. This action was part of a

series of similar public tree plantings by

businesses, NGOs, celebrities, al round

SOﬂaa in an effort to prOteCt the In Bulgaria, refugees offered voluntary work for a
envi ronment. green environment on WRD

The importance of sports and community activities in the local integration of
refugees was highlighted with a friendly football match held between refugees,
foreign African professiona footbalers and SAR staff in one team, and veteran
footballers of the CSKA professional football club. The match was lead by well
known former footballer and coach Dimiter Penev. The refugee team played in
UNHCR T-shirts which were visible in a number of TV interviews about the event.
In addition, three Bulgarian TV channels broadcast the regional Marathon TV spot
24 times, reinforcing the images refugees as achievers.

Other events included a press conference on 20 June to launch a UNHCR
publication on refugee rights; street activities of the Bulgarian Red Cross whose
volunteers distributed information material about refugeesin UNHCR T-shirts; and
events and activities for children that were organized in eight schools around
Bulgaria by the Bulgarian UN Association throughout June.

Romania® WRD 2008 motto was. “Refugees have the same hobbies as you.
They're just waiting for you to call them into your game”. This was published on
all UNHCR promotional materias. In Romania, WRD celebrations stretched on for
four days, including a reception and concert organised for the diplomatic and local
business community; two days of activities prepared by the refugees in Romania
for the public; and a conference held by the Romanian Immigration Office in
collaboration with the European Parliament Information Bureau in Romania.
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Concerts,
fashion show
and conference

Excellent media
coverage

Refugee women actively participated in celebrating WRD in Romania

One of the best received
events was a fashion
show of refugee women
a a popular Bucharest
Café. At the same place,
there were two days of
concerts, a handicraft
arts exhibition, and small
discussions lead by NGO
staff on refugee issues.
The events attracted
some 1,000 visitors.
UNHCR also organized

a reception for members of the diplomatic and local business community, in the
George Enescu Museum, one of the oldest and most beautiful palacesin Bucharest.
A refugee band called Gloria gave a concert. Some 200 people attended the event.

In addition to catering for the genera public, WRD in Romania also included a
conference for expert groups on refugee protection. The event, which was
organized by the Romanian Immigration Office in collaboration with the European
Parliament Information Bureau in Romania, lectures by UNHCR staff.

World Refugee Day triggered support from the media the regional Marathon spot
was broadcast 16 times in various TV channels, and there were ten TV interviews,

25 newspaper articlesin various papers.



Annex:

UNHCR Regional Representation for
Central Europe — Public Information

Felvinci Gt 27

H-1022 Budapest

e Tel. +361 336 3066 fax +361 336 3080
|Reg|onal Theme: Intercultural Dialogue | Contact person: Andrea Szobolits

e-mail: szobolit@unhcr.org

World Refugee Day 2008 — Call for Project Proposals

World Refugee Day (WRD) 2008 is on Friday, 20 June. For 2008, UNHCR does not have one global WRD theme, but it has defined a
regional theme for Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia: Intercultural Dialogue. The theme aso creates opportunities for synergies
with the Y ear of Intercultural Dialogue declared by the EU in 2008.

Dialogue and mutual understanding between refugees and host communities are essential tools helping refugees in establishing new lives
in the countries hosting them. While refugees are expected to learn the language and adapt to the social and cultural traditions of their host
society, they should also be able to maintain and nourish their language and traditions. Mutual respect and dial ogue between refugees and
local populationsis essential for the successful inclusion and integration of refugees.

Terms of Reference for Projects

UNHCR calls for interested non-governmental agencies in Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia to submit project proposals for 2008
WRD projects which will preferably:

be events taking place on or around 20 June, or extended projects launched with wide publicity on the occasion of WRD on 20 June
draw the attention of the public and the media (public celebrations, concerts, street actions, conferences, performances, publications
etc.)

include refugees and asylum-seekers as active participants and/or resource persons

take place in several locations, not only in capital cities

either target the general public in large numbers or smaller but influential audiences

contain clear cost estimations and work plans

have additional funds/ resourcesto complement the funds provided by UNHCR

It should be noted that on WRD events, UNHCR, other UN, diplomatic and senior Government officials may also be invited to inaugurate
or participate in them.

Submission of Project Proposal

Interested parties are requested to submit their project proposal to the UNHCR Regional Representation for Central Europe (please see
contacts above) by 14 April 2008. The proposal should include examples and records of previous relevant experience/activities, a plan of
action as well as the contacts of the Project Coordinator. A joint project, submitted by several organisationsis also encouraged.

The selection decision on the project proposal meeting our requirement will be made solely by UNHCR. UNHCR has set aside up to USD
6,000 each for Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. The terms of payment will be discussed and concluded with the selected agency,
subject to the implementation of the work plan as included in the project proposal.

Time Table for WRD projects

14/04/08 Closing date of receiving project proposals

19/04/08 Announcement of UNHCR decision and subsequently conclusion of Contract

20/06/08 Events take place on or before WRD

30/06/08 UNHCR receives impact analysis that includes financial report, pictures and media coverage

Budapest 17 March 2008



